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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 6/23/05, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 43-46, 56, and 57 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 6/13/05 have 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 43, 56, and 57 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 43, lines 12-14, the limitation of "processing means for processing that facsimile 
image data received by said facsimile reception means without performing the converting by said 
conversion means in a case where said second instruction reception means receives the 
instruction" should be moved after the "conversion means" limitation, as there is reference to 
"said conversion means"; 

in claim 56, lines 12-14, the limitation of "processing the facsimile image data received 
by a facsimile reception means without performing the converting by said conversion step in a 
case where said second instruction reception step receives the instruction" should be moved after 
the "converting step" limitation, as there is reference to "said conversion step"; 
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in claim 57, lines 14-17, the limitation of "computer readable program code means for 
processing the facsimile image data received by the facsimile reception code means without 
performing the converting by said conversion code means in a case where said second instruction 
reception code means receives the instruction" should be moved after the "computer readable 
program code means for converting" limitation, as there is reference to "said conversion code 
means"; and 

in claim 57, line 19, "a reception code" should read "a reception date". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

5. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

6. Claim 57 is drawn to functional descriptive material NOT claimed as residing on a 
computer readable medium MPEP 2 1 06. IV. B . 1 (a) (Functional Descriptive Material) states: 

"Data structures not claimed as embodied in a computer-readable medium are descriptive 
material per se and are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in 
the computer." 

"Such claimed data structures do not define any structural or functional interrelationships 
between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the invention which permit the data 
structure's functionality to be realized." 
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7. Claim 57, while defining a computer program, does not define a "computer-readable 
medium" and is thus non-statutory for that reason. A computer program can range from paper 
on which the program is written, to a program simply contemplated and memorized by a person. 
The examiner suggests amending the claim to embody the program on "computer-readable 
medium" in order to make the claim statutory. 

"In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded with the data structure 
defines structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and the computer 
software and hardware components which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized, 
and is thus statutory." - MPEP 2106.IV.B. 1(a) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 43-46, 56, and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamada (U.S. Patent Number 5,521,719, cited in the Office action dated 3/23/05) in view of 
Wada et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,442,686, cited in the Office action dated 3/23/05), and further 
in view of Patel et al ("The Multimedia Fax-NDME Gateway", IEEE MultiMedia journal, 
Winter 1994, pages 64-70). 

Regarding claim 43, Yamada discloses a communication apparatus (apparatus 111, seen 
in Figs. 9 and 10) comprising means for connecting to a computer network (LAN I/F 123, 
column 14, lines 4 through 7), means for connecting to a public telephone network (facsimile 
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communication unit 1 17, column 13, lines 36 through 63), facsimile reception means for 
receiving facsimile image data from a transmitting source via the public telephone network (see 
Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), returning 
means for returning a message (see Fig. 14, CED message) in response to a request (CNG 
message) received from the transmitting source via the public telephone network (see Figs. 3 and 
14, column 7, line 63 through column 9, line 26, and column 18, lines 47 through 58), first 
instruction reception means for receiving an instruction generated based on the message returned 
by the returning means (see Figs. 11-14, being the SUB signal, having procedure number code 
"04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 through 25, column 16, lines 28 through 33, and column 
17, lines 46 through 52), second instruction reception means for receiving an instruction 
indicating a facsimile communication without reception of the instruction by the first instruction 
reception means (see Figs. 1 1-14, being the SUB signal, having a procedure number code "03", 
"13", or "23", therein not receiving the first instruction, column 15, lines 13 through 19, column 
16, lines 21 through 27, and column 17, lines 40 through 45), processing means for processing 
the facsimile image data received by the facsimile reception means without performing the 
converting by the conversion means in a case where the second instruction reception means 
receives the instruction (column 15, lines 13 through 53, column 16, line 22 through column 17, 
line 8, and column 17, line 41 through column 18, line 16), recognition means for recognizing a 
telephone number of the transmitting source (column 7, line 63-column 8, line 19, wherein 
within the phase B of G-3 facsimile protocol, a TSI signal is inherently received and detected), 
conversion means for converting the received facsimile image data into an e-mail data format 
(electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure controller 122, column 13, line 64 
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through column 14, line 4), and transmission means for transmitting the e-mail data comprising 
the image file of facsimile data converted by the conversion means, in accordance with the 
instruction received by one of the first and second reception means (column 15, lines 20 through 
48, column 16, line 28 through column 17, line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, 
line 24). 

However, Yamada fails to expressly disclose of a recognition means for recognizing a 
telephone number of the transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data 
received by the facsimile reception means, and subsequently, transmission means for 
transmitting the e-mail data comprising the image file of facsimile image data and the text data 
of reception result including the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the 
recognition means. 

Wada discloses a communication apparatus (see Fig. 1) comprising means for connecting 
to a public telephone network (telephone line 2a, column 3, lines 15-35), facsimile reception 
means for receiving facsimile image data from a transmitting source via the public telephone 
network (column 3, line 60-column 4, line 7), returning means for returning a message in 
response to a request received from the transmitting source via the public telephone network (see 
Fig. 3A, CED, NSF,CSI, and DIS, being in response to the CI request, column 8, lines 4-1 1), 
first instruction reception means for receiving an instruction generated based on the message 
returned by the returning means (column 7, line 29rColumn 8, line 31, see Figs. 3 A and 3B), 
second instruction reception means for receiving an instruction indicating a facsimile 
communication without reception of the instruction by the first instruction reception means 
(column 7, line 29-column 8, line 31, see Figs.3A and 3B), recognition means for recognizing a 



Application/Control Number: 09/123,145 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

telephone number of the transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data 
received by the facsimile reception means (column 5 5 lines 3-44, and column 7, lines 29-44), 
conversion means for converting the received facsimile image data into a data format (column 3, 
line 61 -column 4, line 19), and transmission means for transmitting the data converted by the 
conversion means in accordance with the instruction received by one of the first and second 
reception means with the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the recognition 
means (column 5, line 45-column 6, line 2, and column 6, line 53-column 7, line 61). 

Yamada & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have 
Yamada' s system include the facsimile protocol recognition means, as taught by Wada, so that 
Yamada' s system would include a recognition means for recognizing a telephone number of the 
transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile 
reception means, and subsequently, transmission means for transmitting the e-mail data in 
accordance . . .with the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the recognition 
means. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada' s system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile communication, as recognized by Wada in 
column 1, lines 20-68. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Wada 
with the system of Yamada. 

Continuing, Yamada and Wada both fail to expressly disclose of conversion means for 
converting the received facsimile image data into an image file, and converting the image file 
and text data of reception result including the telephone number of the transmitting source and 
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the reception date of the facsimile image data recognized by the recognition means into an e-mail 
data format in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part 
under MIME format. 

Patel discloses a communication apparatus (fax-MIME gateway, seen in Figs. 3, 4, & 7) 
comprising a recognition means for recognizing a telephone number of the transmitting source 
and a date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile reception means (page 65, 
column 1, page 66, column 1, and Fig. 2), conversion means for converting the received 
facsimile image data into an image file, and converting the image file and text data of reception 
result including the telephone number of the transmitting source and the date of the facsimile 
image data recognized by the recognition means into an e-mail data format in which the image 
file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part under MIME format (page 66, 
column 2, and page 67, column 1-page 68, column 1), and subsequently, transmission means for 
transmitting the e-mail data comprising the image file of facsimile image data converted by the 
conversion means and the text data of reception result including the telephone number and the 
date recognized by the recognition means, in accordance with the instruction received (page 69, 
columns 1 and 2). 

Yamada, Wada, and Patel are combinable because they are all from the same field of 
endeavor, being facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
have Yamada and Wada's system include the MIME conversion means, as taught by Patel. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada and Wada's system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile to e-mail communication, as recognized by 
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Patel on pages 64 and 65. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Patel with the system of Yamada and Wada to obtain the invention as specified in claim 43. 

Regarding claim 44, Yamada, Wada, and Patel disclose the apparatus discussed above in 
claim 43, and Wada further teaches that the returning means returns the response message as 
voice guidance information (column 9, line 33-column 10, line 68). 

Yamada, Wada, & Patel are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, being facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the further voice guidance teachings of Wada in the system of Yamada. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada' s system would become more 
user- friendly with the incorporation of Wada 5 s teachings, since message senders would be given 
guidance information to assist in the operation, as read in column 9, line 33-column 10, line 68. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Wada with the system of 
Yamada, Wada, and Patel to obtain the invention as specified in claim 44. 

Regarding claim 45, Yamada, Wada, and Patel disclose the apparatus discussed above in 
claim 43, and Yamada further teaches that the instruction reception means receives the 
instruction by a tone signal (column 7, line 63 through column 9, line 14). 

Regarding claim 46, Yamada, Wada, and Patel disclose the apparatus discussed above in 
claim 45, and Yamada further teaches that the tone signal is a DTMF signal (column 8, line 52 
through column 9, line 14, and column 19, line 61 through column 20, line 23, wherein the PB 
signal, as well as the keyed input registered data, each would inherently be a DTMF signal). 
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Regarding claim 56, Yamada discloses a method for a communication apparatus 
(apparatus 1 1 1, seen in Figs. 9 and 10) comprising connecting to a computer network (via LAN 
I/F 123, column 14, lines 4 through 7), connecting to a public telephone network (via facsimile 
communication unit 1 17, column 13, lines 36 through 63), receiving facsimile image data from a 
transmitting source via the public telephone network (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 
through 63, and column 14, lines 52 through 62), returning a message (see Fig. 14, CED 
message) in response to a request (CNG message) received from the transmitting source via the 
public telephone network (see Figs. 3 and 14, column 7, line 63 through column 9, line 26, and 
column 18, lines 47 through 58), receiving first instruction generated based on the message 
returned by a returning means (see Figs. 11-14, being the SUB signal, having procedure number 
code "04", "14", or "24", column 15, lines 20 through 25, column 16, lines 28 through 33, and 
column 17, lines 46 through 52), receiving second instruction indicating a facsimile 
communication without reception of the first instruction received by the first instruction 
reception step (see Figs. 1 1-14, being the SUB signal, having a procedure number code "03", 
"13", or "23", therein not receiving the first instruction, column 15, lines 13 through 19, column 
16, lines 21 through 27, and column 17, lines 40 through 45), processing the facsimile image 
data received by a facsimile reception means without performing the converting by the 
conversion step in a case where the second instruction reception step receives the instruction 
(column 15, lines 13 through 53, column 16, line 22 through column 17, line 8, and column 17, 
line 41 through column 18, line 16), recognizing a telephone number of the transmitting source 
(column 7, line 63-column 8, line 19, wherein within the phase B of G-3 facsimile protocol, a 
TSI signal is inherently received and detected), converting the-received facsimile image data into 
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an e-mail data format (electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure controller 122, 
column 13, line 64 through column 14, line 4), and transmitting the e-mail data comprising the 
image file of facsimile image data converted by the conversion step in accordance with the 
instruction received by the instruction by one of the first and second instruction reception step 
(column 15, lines 20 through 48, column 16, line 28 through column 17, line 3, and column 17, 
line 46 through column 18, line 24). 

However, Yamada fails to expressly disclose of a recognition step of recognizing a 
telephone number of the transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data 
received in the facsimile reception step, and subsequently, transmitting step of transmitting the e- 
mail data comprising the image file of facsimile image data and the text data of reception result 
including the telephone number and the reception date recognized in the recognition step. 

Wada discloses a method for a communication apparatus (see Figs. 1-4) comprising 
connecting to a public telephone network (telephone line 2a, column 3, lines 15-35), receiving 
facsimile image data from a transmitting source via the public telephone network (column 3, line 
60-column 4, line 7), returning a message in response to a request received from the transmitting 
source via the public telephone network (see Fig. 3A, CED, NSF, CSI, and DIS, being in 
response to the CI request, column 8, lines 4-1 1), receiving first instruction generated based on 
the message returned by a returning means (column 7, line 29-column 8, line 3 1, see Figs. 3A 
and 3B), receiving second instruction indicating a facsimile communication without reception of 
the first instruction received by the first instruction reception step (column 7, line 29-column 8, 
line 3 1, see Figs. 3 A and 3B), recognizing a telephone number of the transmitting source and a 
reception date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile reception step (column 5, 
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lines 3-44, and column 7, lines 29-44), converting the received facsimile image data into a data 
format (column 3, line 61 -column 4, line 19), and transmitting the data converted by the 
conversion step in accordance with the instruction received by one of the first and the second 
instruction reception step with the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the 
recognition step (column 5, line 45-column 6, line 2, and column 6, line 53-column 7, line 61). 

Yamada & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have 
Yamada' s system include the facsimile protocol recognition means, as taught by Wada, so that 
Yamada' s system would include a recognition means for recognizing a telephone number of the 
transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile 
reception means, and subsequently, transmission means for transmitting the e-mail data in 
accordance . . .with the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the recognition 
means. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada' s system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile communication, as recognized by Wada in 
column 1, lines 20-68. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Wada 
with the system of Yamada. 

Continuing, Yamada and Wada both fail to expressly disclose of conversion means for 
converting the received facsimile image data into an image file, and converting the image file 
and text data of reception result including the telephone number of the transmitting source and 
the reception date of the facsimile image data recognized by the recognition means into an e-mail 



Application/Control Number: 09/123,145 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2622 

data format in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part 
under MIME format. 

Patel discloses a method for a communication apparatus (fax-MIME gateway, seen in 
Figs. 3, 4, & 7) comprising recognizing a telephone number of the transmitting source and a date 
of the facsimile image data received in a facsimile reception step (page 65, column 1, page 66, 
column 1, and Fig. 2), converting the received facsimile image data into an image file, and 
converting the image file and text data of reception result including the telephone number of the 
transmitting source and the date of the facsimile image data recognized in the recognition step 
into an e-mail data format in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result 
is another part under MIME format (page 66, column 2, and page 67, column 1-page 68, column 
1), and subsequently, transmitting the e-mail data comprising the image file of facsimile image 
data converted in the conversion step and the text data of reception result including the telephone 
number and the date recognized in the recognition step, in accordance with the instruction 
received (page 69, columns 1 and 2). 

Yamada, Wada, and Patel are combinable because they are all from the same field of 
endeavor, being facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
have Yamada and Wada's system include the MIME conversion means, as taught by Patel. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada and Wada's system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile to e-mail communication, as recognized by 
Patel on pages 64 and 65. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Patel with the system of Yamada and Wada to obtain the invention as specified in claim 56. 
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Regarding claim 57, Yamada discloses a computer program for a communication 
apparatus (apparatus 111, seen in Figs. 9 and 10, column 13, lines 18 through 20) comprising 
computer readable program code means for connecting to a computer network (LAN I/F 123, 
column 14, lines 4 through 7), computer readable program code means for connecting to a public 
telephone network (facsimile communication unit 1 17, column 13, lines 36 through 63), 
computer readable program code means for receiving facsimile image data from a transmitting 
source via the public telephone network (see Fig. 10, and column 13, lines 37 through 63, and 
column 14, lines 52 through 62), computer readable program code means for returning a message 
(see Fig. 14, CED message) in response to a request (CNG message) received from the 
transmitting source via the public telephone network (see Figs. 3 and 14, column 7, line 63 
through column 9, line 26, and column 18, lines 47 through 58), computer readable program 
code means for receiving first instruction generated based on the message returned by a returning 
means (see Figs. 11-14, being the SUB signal, having procedure number code "04", "14", or 
"24", column 15, lines 20 through 25, column 16, lines 28 through 33, and column 17, lines 46 
through 52), computer readable program code means for receiving second instruction indicating 
a facsimile communication without reception of the first instruction received by the first 
instruction reception code means (see Figs. 11-14, being the SUB signal, having a procedure 
number code "03", "13", or "23", therein not receiving the first instruction, column 15, lines 13 
through 19, column 16, lines 21 through 27, and column 17, lines 40 through 45), computer 
readable program code means for processing the facsimile image data received by the facsimile 
reception code means without performing the converting by the conversion code means in a case 
where the second instruction reception code means receives the instruction (column 15, lines 13 
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through 53, column 16, line 22 through column 17, line 8, and column 17, line 41 through 
column 18, line 16), computer readable program code means for recognizing a telephone number 
of the transmitting source (column 7, line 63 -column 8, line 19, wherein within the phase B of G- 
3 facsimile protocol, a TSI signal is inherently received and detected), computer readable 
program code means for converting the received facsimile image data into an e-mail data format 
(electronic mail/file transfer communication procedure controller 122, column 13, line 64 
through column 14, line 4), and computer readable program code means for transmitting the e- 
mail data comprising the image file of the facsimile image data converted by the conversion 
means in accordance with the instruction received by the instruction by one of the first and 
second instruction reception code means (column 15, lines 20 through 48, column 16, line 28 
through column 17, line 3, and column 17, line 46 through column 18, line 24). 

Yamada fails to expressly disclose of means for recognizing a telephone number of the 
transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile 
reception means, and subsequently, means for transmitting the e-mail data comprising the 
image file of facsimile image data and the text data of reception result including the telephone 
number and the reception date recognized by the recognition means. 

Wada discloses a method for communication apparatus (see Figs. 1-4) comprising means 
for connecting to a public telephone network (telephone line 2a, column 3, lines 15-35), 
facsimile reception means for receiving facsimile image data from a transmitting source via the 
public telephone network (column 3, line 60-column 4, line 7), returning means for returning a 
message in response to a request received from the transmitting source via the public telephone 
network (see Fig. 3A, CED, NSF, CSI, and DIS, being in response to the CI request, column 8, 
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lines 4-11), first instruction reception means for receiving an instruction generated based on the 
message returned by the returning means (column 7, line 29-column 8, line 31, see Figs. 3 A and 
3B), second instruction reception means for receiving an instruction indicating a facsimile 
communication without reception of the instruction by the first instruction reception means 
(column 7, line 29-column 8, line 31, see Figs.3A and 3B), recognition means for recognizing a 
telephone number of the transmitting source and a reception code of the facsimile image data 
received by the facsimile reception means (column 5, lines 3-44, and column 7, lines 29-44), 
conversion means for converting the received facsimile image data into a data format (column 3, 
line 61 -column 4, line 19), and transmission means for transmitting the data converted by. the 
conversion means in accordance with the instruction received by one of the first and second 
reception means with the telephone number and the reception code recognized by the recognition 
means (column 5, line 45-column 6, line 2, and column 6, line 53-column 7, line 61). 

Yamada & Wada are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have 
Yamada 5 s system include the facsimile protocol recognition means, as taught by Wada, so that 
Yamada' s system would include a recognition means for recognizing a telephone number of the 
transmitting source and a reception date of the facsimile image data received by the facsimile 
reception means, and subsequently, transmission means for transmitting the e-mail data in 
accordance . . .with the telephone number and the reception date recognized by the recognition 
means. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada' s system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile communication, as recognized by Wada in 
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column 1, lines 20-68. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Wada 
with the system of Yamada. 

Continuing, Yamada and Wada both fail to expressly disclose of conversion means for 
converting the received facsimile image data into an image file, and converting the image file 
and text data of reception result including the telephone number of the transmitting source and 
the reception date of the facsimile image data recognized by the recognition means into an e-mail 
data format in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part 
under MIME format. 

Patel discloses processing programs within a communication apparatus (fax-MIME 
gateway, seen in Figs. 3, 4, & 7) comprising a recognition means for recognizing a telephone 
number of the transmitting source and a date of the facsimile image data received by the 
facsimile reception means (page 65, column 1, page 66, column 1, and Fig. 2), conversion means 
for converting the received facsimile image data into an image file, and converting the image file 
and text data of reception result including the telephone number of the transmitting source and 
the date of the facsimile image data recognized by the recognition means into an e-mail data 
format in which the image file is one part and the text data of reception result is another part 
under MIME format (page 66, column 2, and page 67, column 1-page 68, column 1), and 
subsequently, transmission means for transmitting the e-mail data comprising the image file of 
facsimile image data converted by the conversion means and the text data of reception result 
including the telephone number and the date recognized by the recognition means, in accordance 
with the instruction received (page 69, columns 1 and 2). 
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Yamada, Wada, and Pat el are combinable because they are all from the same field of 
endeavor, being facsimile machines that receive facsimile data using standard facsimile protocol. 
At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
have Yamada and Wada's system include the MIME conversion means, as taught by Patel. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Yamada and Wada's system would 
conform with well-known standards of facsimile to e-mail communication, as recognized by 
Patel on pages 64 and 65. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Patel with the system of Yamada and Wada to obtain the invention as specified in claim 57. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Pepe et ah (U.S. Patent Number 5,742,905) discloses a system that utilizes an e-mail 
notification message that includes a text of the telephone number and the reception date. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner, by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 ^ „ 



